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4 THE STORY OF THE MEDICAL SERVICE - ETO




. Battle Actions

Citations

This is one of a series of G. 1. Stories of the Ground, Air
and Service Forces in the European Theater of Opera
tiuns, issued by the Otientation Branch, Information
and Education Division, ETOUSA... Major General Paul
R. Hawley, Chief Surgeon, Medical Service, ETO, lent of
his cooperation, and basic material was supplied by his 'staff, o
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- injections had alleviated shock, spared possible death,

Sulfa drugs and penicillin had thwarted painful, kl.l.llgg
infection. While the big guns still thundered in the
distance, Sgt. Clarke 1;{ on the operating tableat
the s8th lgield Hospital. Four days later, he was
aboard a hospital train en route to the 48th Genq‘gﬂ
Hospital in Paris where he was tagged ““ Z of 1 ”—Zang
of Interior. He soon would be returned to the Sta;'ﬁg;

Sgt. Clarke’s story is the story of the Medical Depart-
ment. He fell on’ a muddy slope at Mainz-on-the-
Rhine, but he might have fallen with the Airbotpe
beyond the Rhine, in a back alley of Bastogne,' at
Carentan, or on a Normandy beach. Wherever a shot
was fired, Medics stood ready—ready to patch the
wounded and rush them to the doctors, nurses apd
technicians who waited, close behind the lines, to
continue the job. {

While armchair strategists argued whether or not
Africa was the second front, Maj. Gen. Paul R. Hawley,
Chief Surgeon of the European Theater of Operations,
was assembling in England some of the top U. S.
medicine and surgery talent. These specialists became
the sparkplugs of an organization destined to become
the greatest in war time medical history. ath

Starting with one hospital two years prior to D-Day,
the general and his staig developed a vast network of
108 hospital plants in England. Most of these were
1000-bed general and 750-bed station hospitals.

Like hospitals in metropolitan cities, these instaqg,-
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Thus began an organization that was to include
more than 254,000 personnel and 315 fixed and mobile
hospitals by V-E Day. It handled 369,181 battle
casualties in 10 months and an equal number of disease
and non-battle cases. . % _

At the same time, the Medical solved
gqc'ul problems forfthe Air Corps, including flight
inflammation of the cars incurred from high altitude
flying, were studied, improved. In addition, airmen
wounded during combat missions over the Continent
were cared for. ‘

Insisting on precise treatment standards because no
one patient would be handled by the same medical
officer throughout the course of treatment, Gen. Hawley
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