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The invention described herein, if patented
may be manufactured and used by or for the
Government for governmental purposes, w_ithout
the payment to me of any royalty thereon.

The present invention relates to a. combined
field desk and file cabinet, and has for its primary
object to provide a file cabinet in the form of a
trunk which may be readily converted into a
field desk for Army use. . .

A further object of the invention resides in the
provision of a file cabinet and pivoted. closure,
the latter being provided with a releasable brace
or bracket which is so constructed as to support
the closure in right angular relationship to the
cabinet body whether the latter is supported on
one of its ends or the other: RSN

Another object of the invention consists in pro-
viding a file cabinet having a two-part.closure,
one part to serve as a desk at the top of the cabi-
net and the other part adapted to serve as an
extensible base portion to-insure a firm founda-
tion for the cabinet when set up for use in the
field. - :

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will he apparent from the following description
when taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, in which, : -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the combined
field desk and filing cabinet set up for use, and
supported on a floor or the like.. :

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the cabi-~
net in closed position ready for shipment.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the cabinet in
set-up vosition ready for use, but being in an
inverted position from that shown in Figure 1
and mounted upon another cabinet, table or the
like, : i

Tigure 4 is an enlarged detailed view of one of
the latches employed in the, cabinet, and,

Tigure 5 is a sectional view taken on lines
55 of Figure 4.

Referring to the drawings in more detail, the
numeral | indicates the main body of the cabinet
which is provided with a bottom 2, top 3, and
sides 8, and is suitably reinforced in the manner
of an ordinary trunk.

The front opening of the file cabinet is closed
by closure members § and 6; the closure member
§ heing relatively large so as to serve as a desk
- top, and closing the major portion of the front
opening of the cabinet. The closure member 8
is relatively narrow and is hinged to the bottom
portion 2 of the cabinet and is adapted to close
the remainder of the front opening, and give
added rigidity on the floor.
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The closure members § and 6 when in position
o close the front opening of the file cabinet may
be locked by the elements 7 such as are employed
in securing .the closures of conventional trunks.
When the closure members 5 and & are moved to
horizontal position as indicated in Figure 1 so as
to provide a field desk, they are supported by
means of latches or brackets 8 and 9 respectively.

_The closure member 6 serves as an extensible
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hase in the arrangement shown in Figure 1 and
provides increased stability for the cabinet and
desk top 5 when the latter may be serving as a
support for a typewriter or other materials or-
dinarily placed upon. desks.

In Figure 1 the combined cabinet and desk is
shown as supported on the ground, whereas in
Figure 3 the cabinet is shown in inverted posi-
tion and mounted upon another cabinet or table
10. . The interior of the filing cabinet is pro-
vided with a plurality of ledges to slidably sup-
port containers or drawers Il of various shapes
and sizes and the lower drawer (Fig. 3) may be
used as 2 stool by one intending to use the cabi-
net.as a desk. When the cabinet is inverted from
one position to another, as illustrated in connec-
tion with Figures 1 and 3, it will be apparent that
the various drawers {{ will first be withdrawn
and then reinserted after the cabinet has heen
placed in its new position.

In order that the combined closure member

" and desk top may be supported in horizontal po-
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sition when the cabinet is in either of the two
positions heretofore mentioned, the latches or
brackets 8 and 9 cooperate with what may be
termed double keepers 12 and the latch bars are
provided with oppositely disposed abutment
means, such as notches 13 for that purpese.
Each of the double keepers {2 consists of a body
member or bracket and a pair of spaced pins {4
between which the latch bar 8 or 9 extends. This
detailed construction is shown in enlarged form
in Figures 4 and 5, and in its relation to the filing
cabinet in Figure 1. From this disclosure it will
be obvious that when the combined field desk
and filing cabinet is set up for use as shown in
Figure 1 the lower notch (3 of the latch member
9 will engage over the lower pin 14 of the double
keeper, and thereby support the closure member
6 in rigid relation to the bottom 2 of the cabinet.
Likewise, in Figure 1 the latches 8 will be posi-
tioned with their lower notches {3 engaging over
the lower pins 4 of their respective keepers. In
the arrangement shown in Figure 3 wherein the
file cabinet is supported on an artificial base
such as the table 10 or the like, the opposite side
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of the closure member 5, will be used as the desk
top and in this arrangement the opposite notches
13 of the latch members 8 and -9 would be em-
ployed with the ofther pins {4 of the double keep-
ers for supporting ‘the desk top and the ‘smaller
closure meniber § in “their horizontal positions.
From the foregoing description considered in
connection with the accompanying drawings it
will be apparent to those skilled in the art that

I have devised 2 relatively simple arrangement 10

of combined filing cabinet and field desk which

is suitable for the filing and iransportation .of -

papers, ebc., and which either may be sef up as
a field desk directly upon the.ground, .or may be
inverted and mounted upon a ‘table or another
cabinet, and thus set up as an elevated :desk by
the mere reversal of the gperation of the latch
members 8 and 8 with respect fo -their double
keepers {214,

In accordance with the patent statutes I have
described, what I now -consider to be the ‘pre-
ferred form of -construction, but ‘it is obvious
that various minor changes may be made 'in
gtruetural details without in any way departing
from the disclosed function of the invention, and
qt is intended -that all ‘such details he included
within the scope of the anpended claims.

What isclaimed is: ‘

1. A comibined file cghinet-and field desk com-
prising a body portion having a top, bottom and
sides and an open front, a combined closure
member and desk -panel ‘hinged to the top of the
body portion so as to ‘be swingable between clo-
sure forming and desk forming positions, and a
pivoted Ilatch for supporting the desk panel in
horizontal desk forming position when the body
Tests upon either ibs ‘Dottom or top, said ‘lateh
comprising a -bar, kesper means slidably confin-
ing said bar, and -oppositely disposedl abufment
means on said bar -alternately and selectively
engaging sald keeper means, wheréhy:-one of ‘said
abutment means engages-a portion of said keeper
means to support said panél in-desk forming po-
sition when “the hody :portion rests upon its bot-
tom, and the dther of said abutment means ‘en-
‘gages ‘another portion of :said keeper means to
support said paneliin desk:forming position when
the body portion'resis upon itstop.

2. A combined file cabinet -and field desk com-
‘prising ‘a ‘body portion having ‘a top, bottom and
sides and an -open -frout, ‘2 comibined closure
member and desk panél Txinged to the top of the
‘body portion so as to be swingsable between dlo-
sure ferrming and ‘desk forming positions,-and a
pivoted ldtch for supporting ‘the desk panel in
‘horizontal desk icrming :position when the ‘body
rests upon either its bottom or ‘top, said latch
‘comprising a bar provided ‘with opposed notches,
and a pair of spaced pins with which said notches
selectively cooperate, whereéby onenoteh engages

20

30

85

40

45

4

one pin to support said panel in desk forming
position when the body rests upon its bottom,
and the opposite notch engages the other pin to
support said panel in desk forming position when
sthe betly rests-uppn its=top. i

8..Arcombined. file cdbinet andifield -desk com~
prising a body bortion having a top, bottom and

«gides and an open front; a combined closure

.member .and .desk panel hinged to the top of the
“hody ‘portion 'soas to be swingable between clo-
sure forming and desk forming positions; a com-
Hined closure member and base panel hinged to
ttheibottom of the body portion so as {0 be swing-
able between closure forming and base forming
positions; sdid closure members completely cov-
-ering the front of said body portion when said

~members are in closure forming position; a piv-

oted lateh Tor ‘supporting the desk panel in hori-
‘zontdl position when the body rests upon either
its bottom or top, said latch comprising a bar
'provmed with -opposed ‘notches, ‘and ‘a pair of
spaced pins with -which said ‘notches :cooperate,

whereby -one :notch -engages one pin ‘to -support
said desk ‘panél ‘in desk “forming peosition when
‘the ‘hotly rests upen its bettom, :and the opposite
notch -engages the dfher Pin to support said desk
‘panel ‘in -desk formiing ‘position ‘when the body
rests -upon ‘its ‘top; «and a pivoted lateh for sup-
porting the base panel in ’horizontal position
when the ‘body rests 'upon éither its -bottom or
top, said ‘last-named -latéh comprising a bar
‘with opposed motches, and ‘a -pair of spaced pins
with which ‘sgid notches cooperate whereby .one
notch engages one: pin to:support said:base:panel
in base forming 'pusition ‘when the hody rests
upon its bottom, and the opposite notch engages
the other "pin to-support said last-named panel
in ‘horizontal :pesition .spaced ‘from sthe gr'ound
when the bedy-rests upon: 1155 top.
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